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TO THE 
RIGHT WORSHIPFUL 


Mr. Rob. Maſon, Mayor, 


And the Worſhipful 
'The Aldermen and Recorder 


OF THE 
Town of Kingiton upon HU LL. 


; IS to no purpoſe to acquaint the World 
with the Motives that induced me to Pub- 


liſh the following Sermons ; for after the beſt Apo- 


log y I can make, I deſpair of eſcaping the Cenſures 
of Enwy and 11! Nature. Nor do I expe(t that 


the Diſcourſes themſelves will meet with better En- 
tertainment in ſuch a Critical and Cenſorious Age. 
T be Subje& of them, if 1 may be allowed to ſay it, 
is good and uſeful ; which gives me Encouragement 
to hope, that notwithſtanding the DefeCts in the 
Mannagery of it, they will be favourably accept- 
ed by Perſons of Candor and Ingenuity. Such 
as they are, I bumbly Preſent you with them, 


in a Thankful Acknowledgment of my Obligati- 
A 2 ONS 


— - —  ——__— — — 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


nl he E: 2D. 19k Cab 

This being the be$Þ Return I am in a Capacity 

of making, for your C ommendatory Letter in _ 
behalf to. his Grace the Duke 6 Leeds, A «+: 
Kindneſs whereof I have , and ſhall ever Re- 

tain a mo$} grateful Senſe,, which had it ſuc- 
ceeded, could not have been Recompenc'd with 

the Service of my whole Life, I am, 


ons to you, 4h 
. QLL 


Gentlemen, 
Your moſt Obliged and 


Humble Servant, 


THO. FAIRWEATHER, 
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LUKE II. 11. 


For unto you ts born this day in the City of David, 
a Saviour, which is Chriſt the Lord. 


4 |  Helſe are the words of the Angel, who 
Proclaimed the Nativity of the Holy Fe- 

ſus. The Manner of his Birth,in the 
Opinion of the World, was very unbecoming 
the Eternal Son of God. He was not born in @# wa (al 
the Capital City of Judea, and in a magnificent Ingle 5-4 
and richly furmiſht Palace, but in a homely %: withive 
Stable, within a ſtrong Cave, belonging to an per pry 
obſcure Village, being unattendedand deſtitute "xp wg 
of the uſual Accommodations of New-born Caze, Groti- 


us proves 


Infants. This, together with the Poverty of jo :þe cor- 
his Life, and the Sufterings of his Death, the /# ALES: 
admirersof worldly Greatneſs think mean and 
contemptible, and a ſufficient Confutation of our 

Blefſed Saviours Divinity. But his Divine 
Original 1s abundantly evident, as from the 

many and uncommon Miracles of his Life, fo 

from the Extraordinary Appearances at his 

Birth. For a Glorious Angel, Gabriel proba- 


bly the Blefled Meflenger of Evangelical 
Ti 
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14, Dan. 9, 


Tidings, and according to Tradition, one of 


Luke 1.19.-the Seven Arch-angels that Miniſter before 


26, 


the Throne of God, was diſpatched from 
Heaven to make known his Nativity ; which 
being Proclaim'd from a radiant Cloud, was 
celebrated with a Sacred Anthem ſung by 
a Choir of the Heavenly Hoſt, the llluſtrious 
Retinue of this great Miniſter of Heaven. 
Theſe things beſpeak him ſome great and ex- 
traordinary Perſon, and we are aflured from 
the mouth of the Angel himſelf, that He 
was no leſs then the promiſed Meſſiah, the 
Saviour of the World. And the Angel ſaid 
unto them (the Shepherds) Fear not ; = behold 
T bring unto you good tidings, of great joy which 


hall be unto all people. For unto you ts born this day 


in the City of David, a Saviour, which is Chriſt the 
Lord. 

In the Text Two Thingsare obſervable : 

1. The Birth of Chriſt. 

2. The End and Defign of it, implied in the 
term Saviour, 

Concerning the Birth of Chriſt, here are 
T hree Circumſtances worthy our conſideration. 1, 
The Place. 2, The Time of it. 3. The Perſons 
for whom he was Born, 

T be Place of his Birth was Bethlehem, cal- 
led in the Text , the City of David, becauſe 


David 
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David was Born there. T his was plainly foretold 
by Micah, Ch. 5. 2. T hou Bethlehem, Ephratah, 
the thou be little among the Thouſands of Judah, yet 
out of thee ſhall be come forth, that 1s to be the Ruler 
mn Ifrael. 1he accompliſhment of which Pre- 
diction 1s very remarkable, Auguſtus intending 
to take Account of the State of the Roman Em- 
pire, of which Judea was then a Province, Pub: 
Ithed an Edit for Taxing, or Inrolling, accor- 
ding to their Families and Eſtates, all Perſons 
within his Dominions. In obedience to this de- 
cree, which obliged every one to be Inroll'd in 
the Place where their Anceſtors were Born, Jo- 
ſeph, with his pregnant Spouſe, being Lineally 
deſcended from King David, went from Nazareth 
to Bethlehem ; where the Period for her Delivery 
being accompliſhed, ſhe brought forth her firſt-born 
Son, Feſus Chriſt, 1 dare not ſay, Auguſtus was by a 
Divine impulſe incited to this ation; forDavid's 
numbering the people of Iſrael, 1s expreſly attributed 
to the ſuggeſtion or provocation of theDewil,1Chr.2 1.1. 
. Yet God's over-ruling thisDefign,and accompli- 
ſhing his ſecret purpoſe by. it, is very obvious. 
T hisT axing, as S.Lake obſeryes, was firſt begun 
when Cyrenius wasGovernourf Syria, which was 
about 27 years before our Safiour was born. but 
the Peace of the Empire being then diſturb'd, it 


was ſuſpended till the very point of time prefixed 
for 


| 


| 
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for his birth, who being conceived at Nazareth, 
was upon this occaſion, contrary to the intention 
of the Virgin Mary, his Mother, born in theCity 
of David. T his plainly ſhews, that God did then 
concern himſelt in diſpoſing the affairs of the 
World. And we have no realon to queſtion the 
continuance of his Care and Providence in all 
times ſucceeding. Many Paſlages in the Divine 
Adminiſtration, by reaſon of the imperfe&ion of 
our knowledg, appear to us confuſed & perplext. 
There are Difhculties in it,of which we can give 
no account, Depths which the ſhort Line of our 
finite underſtanding cannot fathom. Yet in every 
Age there are ſundry occurrences, in which the 
Footſteps of Providence are diſcernable to a careleſs 
Eye. |If we conſult our own obſervation, it will fur- 
niſh usWwtth Inſtances not inferior to thoſe of for- 
mer times. Our lateDeliwerance,to look no further 
back, from thePreſſures of ArbitraryPower,as it may 
compare with the Deliverances of the FewiſhNation, 
ſo theHand of God was no leſs viſible in it. The 
Dangers that threatned our Liberties and Religion, 
were foreſeen at ſome diſtance, and great endea- 
vours uſed for our future ſecurity. But without 
ſucceſs. I he Dreaded Prince aſcends the Throne, 
and ſoon makes it appear, that our Fears and Jea- 
loufies were not ill grounded. The Laws are tram- 
pled on, our Liberties oppreſſed, and our Religion, 


with 


Bf 
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with its faithful Friends,devoted to Deitructiun., 
But indulgent Heaven had decreed our Preſerva- 
tion,and laid the Foundation of 1t ſome years be- 
fore, in theMarriage of the lllu$triousPrince of Orange 
with our Renowned Princeſs of Blefled Memory. And 
when we were 1n extremity of trouble,upon the 
brink of Deſtruction,and a way was found out to 
perpetiate our ſlavery, God graciouſly remem- 
bred us, and raiſed us up a Deliverer, who deſpi- 
fing the Dangers and Difficulties of the Adven- 
ture, reſolved to aflert the Rights of the Injured,and 


to reſcue an oppreſſed people. Upon whole arrival 
here, tho with very unequal Forces,the Oppreſſors 
Fruck with a panick fear, decline Battle and with- 
draw, leaving the Kingdom without Govern- 
ment. And now conſidering the Murmurings and Diſ- 
contents of ſome kindled,and carried by the Ill Deſigns 
of others, under the ſpectous pretences of Loyalty and 
Conſcience, and the wariety of Intereſts and Parties a- 
mong us,what could be expetFed but Storms ani! Tem- 
peſts, Diſtraftion and Confuſron? And yet the Clouds 
break, our Heats and Animoſittes abate, and 
the Body of the Nation unanimouſly conſpire 
in placing the torſaken Crown upon the Head of 
our Deliverer. A ſtrange Revolution, which all 
the Circumitances of 1t contidered, is ſcarce to be 
| cagekr in Story. And as it 1s wonderful 1n rhe 

yes of all, ſo 'twas undwbtedly the Lords doing. 


) 
T he Finger of God was viſubly in it,and there are piain 
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Signatures and Charafters upon it, of. a more imme- 
diate Divine Interpoſation.\ What can be more ab- 
{urd and irrational, then to aſcribe ſuch extra- 
ordinary Events-to Chance, or humane Policy ? 
| Where there 1s no proportion between an Event , 
| and the Vihble Initruments of eneCting it: 
When Prophefics are tullfiFd without any hu- 
mane Contrivance and Foreſight ; and*- beſides 
the Intentions of thoſe who are initrumental in 
it, this is a manifeſt Proof, that the world 1s 
under the care and condudt of an [nvifible Pow- 
er and Wiſdom, which by weak means baffles 
and confounds the ſtrongeſt Forces, and moſt Po- 
htick Contrivances.; And by Actions which 
aim at, and are directed to- other Ends, brings 
to pals his own ſecret purpoſes and decrees. 
2, Another Circumſtance of Chriſts Birth, 1s 
/ 'the Time of it. Concerning the preciſe time of 
the Year when He was born, there is Variety 
of Opinions among the Learned. But ſeeing the 
 exatt knowledge of this is a matter of no great 
moment, ſo long as the Memory of his Birth 1s pre- 
ſerv'd and celebrated by an Anniverſary Feſtival, ] 
ſha!l not ſpend time in examining the grounds on 
which their Concluſions are eſtabliſh'd. . That 
which 1s moſt worthy obſervation, and to which 
hh [ ſhall confine my Reflections, is the Appearance of 
a6, Chriſt inthe laſt times,in theFnd of the World, $i evr- 
1.x Ter 5orun, at the Conſummation of the Ages.\ It 
may 
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may ſeem ftrange,that he from whom ſuch ineſti- 
mable bleſſings are derived to mankind, ſhould be ma- 
nifeſted only in the la$t of the Ages,orDipenſations 

of the World. And upon this Porp9yry grounds his 
Objection againſt the CkriſtianReligion. It the Re- 
I:gion taught and delivered by Chriſt be fo great 

a bleffing, why was it publithed uo ſooner ? Why _ 
did the Author of 1t appear ſv lare? Now tho 
the Counſels of God are untearckable, yet thei Pro 
Account a Learned Modern W riter gives of this” 
matter, ſeems to me very rational and tatistacto- 

ry. The Incarnation of the Son of wod, is a 
Stupendious Myſtery. And it cannot be ima- 
gin d, that the World would have ever received 
any one that ſhould pretend to ſuch a Relation, 
unleſs they had been prepared to expect him. 
God therefore ſaw 1t ft to delay the tending his 
Son, until neceflary Preparations were made to 
incline the World ro receive him. And it the 
State of the World, trom the Beginning, to the 
Birth of our Saviour be diligently conhidet'd, it 
will appear that it was never fo weil prepared to 
entertain hun, as at that time when he actually 
appeared. For by the Diſperſions of the fews 
the knowledge ot the true God was propagated 
among the Gentiles. Several of waon in ail na- 
tions emaraced the Jewith Religion, and 5v tre- 
quenting their Syr,agogues became 2: (4iumnted 
with the Scriptures and Prophecies concer ung ' 
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 Meſfias: And when the World was thus diſpoſed 


and prepared, then God ſent his Sou into it... The 
advantages the World received by this Appearance 
of the Son of God in our Nature, are incomparably 
great. God was never wanting to mankind in any 


_ thing neceſlary to their ſalvation : And if mens 


Improvements were anſwerable to the Helps af- 
forded them, God accepted their weak and leſs 
perfectAttainments.But theGoſpel delivers a per- 
fe&t Rule of Life, deſcribes our duty with the 
greatelt plainnels and certainty, and furniſhes 
us with the moſt powerful Afhftances and pre- 
vailing motives to Virtue and Goodneſs. And if 
much is required of them, to whom much is given, 
We who have greater Advantages then the reſt 
of the World, muſt be obliged to greater 
heights of Virtue, and a more perfe& Obedi- 
ence. A Chriſtian mult not Lve after the rate of 
other men, but endeavour after greater Mea- 
{ures of Holineſfs.. Our Improvements in Good- 
neſs, muſt bear proportion to the means and 
helps the Goſpel ſupplies us with. As we have 
received more then others, ſoour Returns of Du. 
ty and Obedience, muſt be anſwerable to the 
greatneſs of our receits. And if we are not more 
Righteous then the Moral Heathen, nay, then the 
Scribes and Pha iſees, the ftriceſt and moſt exatt ob- 
ſerwers of the Law, we ſhall in no caſe enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, Mat. 5. 20. *eey 


3. The 


. 
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3. The Third Point of Conſideration 1s the 
Perſons for whom Criſt was born: Unto you ts born, 
&c. which 1s not to be underſtood in a reſtrained 
ſenſe, but mutt be extended to the whole race of man- 

« kind.Our Saviour's /Hijſion,as himielt tells us,was [i- 
mited to the Fews, Mat.15.24. And tothe Apoſtles, 
when ſent to prea# ine Goſpel, he gave particular 
in{tructions,to appiy t/2emſeives to the loſt ſheep of the 
houſe of Iſrael, Mat. 10.5,6.But after hisReſurreion 
he enlarged their Conmittion, commanding them to 
teach or proſelyte all Nations, Mat.28.19. To preach 
Repentance and forgiveneſs of ſins in his Name among 
all Nations, Luke 24.47. which comprehends not 
only theFews diſpers'd in all Nations, as the Apoſtles 
ſeemed to underſtand it,but all people in everyNati- 
on, as well Gentile as Few. And tho there are great 
numbers to whom theGoſpel was never preach'd, 
yet 1f theſe Ive 7n the conſcientious obſervance of the 
Natural Rules of Sobriety, Juſtice and Piety,their ig- 
norance of Chrift will not prejudice their ſalvation. 
For in every Nation he that feareth God, and worketh 
Righteouſneſs,zs accepted of him, Ats10. 35. Andas 
all men 1n general. and every perſon 1n particular, 
is byChriſt entitled to ſalvation,toMan is the onl 
creature concern'd in hisBirth,1o as to receivebenefit 
by it. By the great joy the bleſſed Angelsexpreſt 
on the morning of Ps Nativity, cne would be apt to 
conclude, that they recerved ſome a:{dition to, or at 

- leaſt were confirn:'d in the poſieſſrn of their original 
_ happineſs, But neither of theſe is aſhgned as the 
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hee Ann. 


cauſe of it. The ground of their rejoiceng was the 


The Con-Reconcaliation of God to Man. Glory to God in the 


\ 


ent rocpigheſt gy Ki b7 Yu: : icH x5 For there ts peace on earth, good 
7.9 = *will towards men,L.u.2. 14. As for the Apoſtate Sp:- 
plaive, rits, who for their Rebellion against God, were caſt 
6 4 out of Beaven,they were irreverſibly fentenc'd to 
frequent- f terna; T orment-s. Origen «Opinion CONCErning the 


ly in the _. K | y_- K ; 
Hebrew final [alz4tion of theDewils,hath no other foundat1- 


- 


tio, ON than a m3iaken apprevenſzon of the Inequality of 
caulat, God*sMercy andFuſtice. The tire prepared for *em, 
Mede » . 2 * $0 
Diſc. 24.18 ſai to be everlaſting, Mat.25.41. The Original 
ao, word 1s the very fume by which the eternal itate 
of the Blefled is expretl':d. And tis certain no 
courſe was taken by Chr:{t for their recovery. For 
be t90k not on O1m the nature of Angels, Heb.2.16. 
Va fymu & / AwV Ol Cx TI, He dorh not take hold of 
Argels; that is,as the word fignihes,he doth not reco- 
Hem: ,. er, Or fetch them back from the miſerable ſtate into 
lat.p. 15. which thy are fain;but the mercy which was deny/ 
toAngers 15extended to Hen,to whom,out of meer 
co:mpaition, without any deſert of ours, God was 
pleaſed to propoſe terms of reconci/tation and agree- 
ment. Lord, wha: is Man,that thou haſt ſuch reſpect unto 
him © T hou ma jt bim little lower than the Angels;and 
when he had ſank himlelf into a condition worſe 
than that of the Beats that periſh, thou didſt reſcae 
him out of this wretched ſtate,and reftore him to 
a capacity of the happineſs he had forfeited. But 
O unhappy Man ! It he neglect ſo great Salva- 
tion, and refiſt fuch wonderful Love and Kind- 
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n<1s. To fin againſt pardoning mercy and ſaving 
Love, is the greatelt Provocation imaginable,and 
theFunſhment will bear proportion tu the great- 
net> of the Guilt. If were the gracious offers 
= Salvation, Eternal Fizmes will be our Porti- 
. And the {ey erity of the V1vine Vengeance 
in our Condemnation, will be as aſtouſhing, as 
the Mercy of God it his Reconciliation to Man- 
kind. Il come now to the ſecond Part of theText. 
2.1 be Deſr /agn an1 End of « Coriſt's Birth , [Implied 
in the word, Saviour. This Title was uſually glVeny; 
by the Ancient Grecians to their Gods, and fome-Fearion, 
times to Men in a Grateful Acknowled, Jment, of Ws 
ſome Eminent and Signal Preſervation. "And the 
fame 1s in the OI T: ſtament beſtowed on the 
Judges,who delivered the [ſrae/ites from Opprel- 
lion. But the Title of Saviour,is not attributed to 
Chritt in Reference to any T emporal Deliver- 
ance. He came not toVindicatetheLaberty of his 
Country,and to Conquer the Neighbouring Na- 
tions, This the Jews fondly expected trom their 
Meſfias, and the Apoſtles promited themſelves 
no leſs fam, the Bleſſed feſus.But he plainly told 
them, T hat his Kingdom was not of this World; that 
As to callSinners roRepentance, and to grve "kk life 
a Ranſome for many. T his is the Glorious End tor 
which he came into the iVorld, To ſave men from 
their Sins.and to reſtore them to a Capacity of Eternal 
Happineſs. A Deliverance worthy the Son of God, 
and for which he is in a more Sublime 20d Pe. 
1ar Manner. a Sau1%ur. . She 
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1. The End of his coming into the World, was to 


ſave men from their ans. Thus the Name given him 


at his Circumcition, In;ports, according to the 
Account the Angel gave of 1t to Joſeph, Mat. 1. 
21. T bou /halt call his Name Fe us, tor be hall ſave 


bis People from their fins. Which Salvation confiſts 


in delivering them. 1. From the Punuthment. 2. 
From the Dominion of them. 7 he Puniſhment due 
to jen is both T emporal and Eternal. As to the tormer 
Chiiſt hath removed andtaken of}.as to che main, 
our obligation to it,and upon our hncere Repen- 
tance, we may reaſonably hope to eſcape unpun- 
iſh'd. T his indeed 1s no ſecurity from tutferings. 

For - afMi&tions are of great uſe, to wean our af- 
fections from the World, to inflame our devoti- 
ons, and to encreaſe our Defircs of Heavenly 
things ; which juſtifics the Juſtice and Goodnels 
of God, in afflicting good men, atter their Sins 
are forgiven. Nay,in ſome caſes they may be ob- 
noxious to Puniſhment, the Pardon of their fins 
notwithttanding. T hat the Intinite ſatisfaction of 
Chriſt, does not abſolutely exempt them, 1s evi- 
dent from the Example of David. When Nathan 
had told him, that God had put away his fins, he 


Tower- adds, as a Learred Man obſerves, by way of a- 


-. 6 YN -atement of that torgiveneſs, Howbeit, Becauſe 


by this deed thou haſt g1ven great occaſion to the Ene- 
mies of the Lord to Blaſpheme, the Child alſo that is 
born of thee ſhall ſurely die, 2 Sam. 12. 14. Woich 
7s a plain Reverſe of Puniſhment after Pardon,Nor is 
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this inconſiſtent with the nature of forgiveneſs of 
ſin,which confiſts in taking off the obligation to pu- 
ni/hment in general; for this does not neceffarily 
extend to a full and abſolute diſcharge from a/! 

" fort of pumſhment,but may admit of fome limitation.1;4 
As toanyRemains of puni/hment,co be diſcharg'd inf" 
a future State, tor expiating the temporal puniſhments 
due to fin, which is the foundation of the RomiſhPur- 

atory,this 1s derogatory to the fullneſs and ſufficiency 
of the ſatisfaftion of the Son of God, and is a Politic 
Invention of that Church,from whence theEceleſra- 
ſtics ſuck to themſelves ns ſmall advantage.Our abſo- 
lute deliverance from eternal puni/hment can admit 
of no diſpute. For S. Paul tells us in expreſs terms, 
thatChriſt has deliver d us from the wrath to come, 1Th. 
1.10.and we are aſtured from Scripture, that good 
men immediately after death are tranſlated to a ſtate of 
happineſs;and that this happineſs 1s not for a time,but 
for evermorez which 1s inconſiſtent with their en- 
during any puniſhment after this I,ite. 

2. He came to ſave us from our ſins, by delivering us 
from the power and dominion of them. Altho he hath 
obtain'd of God a grant of Pardon for all finners; 
that is,for all men,yet this 1s actually applied to 
none but ſuch as forſake their ſins,and become new creas 
tures, If men lead wicked and unholy lives, they 
{hall peri/h zn their fins, notwithſtanding all that 

_ Chriſt hath done and ſuftered towards the procu- 
ring the forgivenels of them. For he came nor to pur- 
. chaſe for us aLicenſe to ſin,but to reform the manners 
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of men,and to plantVerte andPiety in the World, And 


this theScripture aſhgns as the principal deſign of 
his Incarnation. For this purpoſe, ſaith S.ohn, the 
Son of God was manifeſted, that be might deſtroy the 


works of theDevil, 1 Ep.3.8. Agreeable tothis is that . , 
. of S, Paul, Tit.2.14.Who gave himſelf for us,that he 


might redeem us from all imquity,and purify tohimſelf 
a peculiar people zealous of good works. And S, Peter 
gives the ſame account, At.3.26.0 od having raiſed 
up his SonYeſus, ſent bim ta bleſs you,in turning every 
one of you from bis iniquities. From all which it ap- 
pears, that tbe great end and buſineſs for which he came 
into the world,was to turn us from our fins to the pra- 
Fice of holinefs. For the effeQting whereof he took 
the moſt eftetual methods, and which can't fail 
of ſucceſs with all wiſe and conhiderate perfons, 
who have any regard to themſelves,and their own In- 
tereft. For tq engage men ta renounce their ſins,he ac- 
quaints them with the abſolute neceſſity of repent- 
ance,as without which they muſt unavoidably and irre- 
coverably periſh. And for the Encouragement of the 
greate$} Offenders, he ſhews how ready God is to be 
xeconciled to them, provided they hetake themſelves to a 
better courſe of life. This is the deſign of the Para- 
ble of the Prodigal Son, whom upon his ſorrow for 
his lewd and riotous life, aud promilſe of better 
obedience, the offended Father embraces with 
great Findnels, and forgives him all his paſt Px- 
travaganctes. And to the ſame purpoſe is another 
Parable, concerning the leſt ſheep, for the recovery 
whereof 
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whereof the owner greatly rejoices. By the for- 
mer our Saviour gives us to underſtand,that Go 


is willing to pardon the greateſt of ſinners,upon their 
return to him by true repentance. And by the latter, 
that the conwerſ1on of a ſunner is matter of great joy to 
the Inhabitants of Heaven,in the application of it, 
I ſay unto you, that likewiſe joy ſhall be in heaven over 
one fanner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine 
Juſt perſons,that need no repentance,Lu. 15.7. Then 
which, finners cannot poſhbly have a greater en- 
couragement to repentance & amendment of life. 
And leſt the difficulty of the work ſhould difcour- 
age us,he hath promiſed, and 1s ready to beſtow 
. onall that fincerely pray for it, the afhftance of his 
Holy Spirit, to enable us to extirpate evil Habits, to 
ſubdue our Paſſtons,to mortifie our Lusts,to reſiſt Temp- 
tations, and to perform all the Duties of Religion. 
And the better to confirm and animate us in our 
Reſolutions and Endeavours of a Holy Life, he 
hath propoſed the Glories of Heaven, as the re- 
| ward of a perſevering Piety. And left any thould 
. content themſelves with a Negative Religion, 
and think it ſufficient to abſtain fromEvil, with- 
out employing themſelves in doing the Will of 
Godzhe hath forewarn'd us of the danger of jins of 
Omiſton;for deſcribing theProceedings of thegreat 
day,Mat.2 S . he ſhews, that Hen ſhall be condemned 
to eternal Flames for their Neglei# of Works of Mercy 
and Charity. Such was the deſign of the Son of 
God's appearing in our Nature,not only to delt- 
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ver us from eternal Miſery,but to redeem us from 
our vain Converſation, by turning as from our 
Sins,and ſanctifying ourNatures; without which 
we could not have been happy,notwithſtanding 
ourRedemption from the muteries of an eternal - 
death. For Sin in its own nature tends to inake 
Men miſerable ; it fills the Mind with anguiſh & 
confuſion; afflicts theBody with painful Diſeaſes, 
which are the natural Effects of ſomeV ices, and 
it involves the Sinner in many I roubles & Mil- 
chiefs, which are a great difturbance to him ; fo 
that in the courſe of a wicked and licentious life 
he can have no tollerable enjoyment of himſelf. 
Andif it be the occaſion of 1o great trouble,dil- 
quiet and miſery herein, what will it be hereaf- 
ter ? For the Soul retains the ſame diſpoſitions 
in a ſeperate State,which 1t has whillt it lives in 
the Body, which are fo far from being alter'd or 
deſtroy'd, that they are heightned and improy'd 
by Death : For being ſtript of Fleſhand Blood, 
and all thoſe Obje&ts removed, which were wont 
todivert it, 1ts Paſons become more violent and . 
raging, more vaxatious & troubleſome to others, 
and the more afflitive and tormenting to it ſelt: 
So that ſuppoſing Men, when they die,to remove 


* hence into a new State, their Lufts and Paſſions, 


which accompany them,muſt render their condi- 
tion very uneaſie and myerable. In order there- 
fore to our freedom from miſery, 'tis neceflary 
that we ſhould be freedfrom the dominion of our . 
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Sins, that our Minds ſhould be purified and made 
conformable to the Divine Nature, in Righteoul- 
neſs and true Holineſs. And this is that great 
Bleſhng, which the Son of God came into the 
World to make us Partakers of A favour, for 
which we have as great reaſon to rejoyce, as for 
his obtaining a grant of Pardon,and a Promiſe of 
Heaven for us. For what would this have {ignifi- 
ed,had we remain'd in an impenitent and unre- 
form d State? "The impurity cf our Minds, and 
the wickedneſs of our Natures would have made 
us miſerable notwithſtanding, and uncapable of 
that Happineſs, to which we had been intitled. 
For the Happineſs of Heaven conlitts in ſuch 
things which a ſenſual and carnal mind can have no 
guſt or reliſh of ;nay,ſo far would it be from taking 
delight and fatisfaction in them,that 'twould be 
afflicted with the preſence of. FDINgS ſo contrary an 
diſagreeable to its o_ and depraved appetites. But 
if hol:nels be ſo neceflary to our happineſs,and the 
Son of God aſſumed our nature on purpoſe to make us 
bappy,why does he not by an zrrefiſtible grace, change 
our evil natures,eſtore thelmage of God in our minds, 
and make 145 holy and pure in conformity to his ownDi- 
vineNature ? This indeed would infallibly ſecure 
mens falvation,and prevent their being #erable. 
But tho he would not that any ſhould periſh, but that all 
ſhould be ſaved, yet he will not forceHeaven upon 
men, but will have it to be the Reward of their 
own free Chaice, and wertuous Endeavours. He _> 
Wit 
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[} with us as rational creatures,and freeAgents;gives 

| us Laws to dire& our Practice, the obſervance 

f whereof will certainlybring us toHeaven; offers 

| |) his Spirit to be our guide and aſhſtant;allures our 
hopes with the promiſe of glorious rewards, and a- * 
larms our fears with the moſt dreadful threats and 
menaces. But after all, he leaves us to our liberty, 
whether we will comply with h:sLaws,or purſue 
our Luſts; whether we will obey the motions of his 
Sprrit,or follow our own ſinful inclinations; whether 
lit we will accept of eternal life, or chuſe the ways of fin 
[| and death. Should he neceſſitate men to be good 
"AY (if that can deſerve the name of goodneſs which is 
not their Choice, but therrFate Jhe would make us o- 
ther kind of creatures than we are. For ſuch a vi- 
olence to ourNatures, would deſtroy that liberty 
if and freedom of will wherewithMan was created, 
hl & change us from free to neceffaryAgents. There 
are not wanting Jnſtances of wicked perſons, at the 
{lt preaching oftheGoſpel,whoby anover-pow- 
ermg, degree of God's grace, were ſuddenly tranſ- 
form'd mto new creatures. But ſuch ſudden chan- 
[1] ges were miraculous & extraordinary. The uſual 
| 


method of God's proceedings with men,is more 

ſmitable to human nature,and contiſtent with the 

|  _ natural liberty ofour wilts.But yet ſuch effeQual 

/ provition 1s made by the grace of the Goſpel for the 

Il 1. cure and recovery of our degenerateNatures, that 

tis in our power tv become vertuous,if we pleaſe, 

and 1f we are flaves to our Luſts and Paſſtons, it 
15 our own fault. 
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2.As Chriſt came to ſave 15 from our ſms, ſ0 alſo to 

_ us to a capacity of eternal happineſs.Such is the 
| cacy of Chriſts undertaking in our behalf,that 
befides aur redemption from death and hell,he hath ob- 
tain d a grant of Heaven,with all its glories, for us. 
For whoſe oever believeth on him, Jhall not periſh, buthave 
everlaſting life, Jo.3.16. So that now we are not 
_ only deliver'd from deſtruCtion,but intitled to eter- 
nal felicity in theKingdom of Heaven ; and that not 
upon any hard and unreaſonable terms, but on the 
molt eaſy conditions of Faith, Repentance and New 
Obedience. For what pretence can there be forln/:- 
delity, when Chriſt has given the world ſuch un- 
deniable aſſurances of his being the Son of Go, by 
the ynparallel'd Miracles be wrought in his life, aud by 
that moſt irrefragable T eſtimony, his Reſurrection from 
the dead? What can be more reaſonable than the 
ingenugius confeſſion of our ſins, and the reſolution and 
promiſe of better obedience for the time to come? What 
can be more eafythan the praQtice and obſervance 
of Laws ſuitable to our Mats anroeattl to the 
frame of our minds,and which in their own na- 
ture conduce to our preſent happineſs?0n ſuch eaſy 
and gracious conditions are we reſtard to eternal life. 

_ EouldI bring you the certainNews of aPeace,or 
of ſome erent Viſiory obtained over the grand E- 
nemy of ChriſtianReligion, it would, I am apt to be- 
 lieve, be very welcom and acceptable. But I de- 
clare much more joyful tidings, The CommonEne- 
'mies of our ſalvation,Sin and Satan are vanquiſhed and 


: defeated;, a firm and laſting Peace is concluded between 
Wh Hea-- 
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and be unſpeakably haypy beyond what we can now conceive or i- 


Heaven an1 Earth,and theKingdom of Heaven, from 
wee finnzrs were excluded,is naw open d'40 all true 
penitents. This is the beltNews that ever was pt»- 
liſhed to the world, and to be unconcern'd at it, 
vay.to entertain it with a common and ordinary 
Pafſſion,is the greateſt ſtupidity,the higheſt ingrat1- 
tule and affront to God and our bleſſed Saviour. 
Did the bleffed Angels, to whom no benefit*or 
advantage accru'd by theBirth of Chr:$,nay,whoſe 
Dignity ſeems to be obſcurd and leflen'd by the 
Exaltation and Advancement of human Nature 
above them, the feveral Orders of the heavenly 
Hierarchy being ſubjected untoChriſt, i Pet.3.22. 
Did they, 1 fay,rejoice for our reS$titution to the fa- 
var of God and thall we be ſtupid and unthankful 
tor ſo great a mercy?O let us awake all the pow- 
ers of our Souls, and joyn with the Angels and 
Archangels, and all the Company of Heaven in 
Lauding and Magnifying his glorious Name. 
Glory be toGod the Father who out of his tenaer pity aud com- 
pajſion to mankind, gave his only begottex Son $0 redtem us from 
hell and deſtruition. All honoar and praiſe be given by us and by all 
Creatures to his Eternal Son, who came down from his Imperial 
Throne ana clothed himſelf with our fleſh,to ſave us from onr ſins, 
and reſtore is to everlaſting life. And for ever bleſſed be the eter - 
al Spirit who by his operation onthe womb of theirginMary, 
enabled her to conceive andbring forth aSaviour,Chrift the Lord. 
To which holy, bleſſed and glorious Trinity,let us offer up and de- 
vote our ſelves, performing all holy obedience and ſervice to them 
all the days of our lives, that when'the Saviour of the world ſhall 
come at the laſt day in his glorious Majeſty to .judg the quick and' 
dead, we may be finally abſolved from all our ſins, and inſtated in 
the ſecure poſſeſſion of life and glory in the higheſt Heavens where 
we ſhall ſpend Eternity in ſinging Anthems and Songs of praiſe to 
the Father,Son and HolyGhoſt the joint Authors of our falvation, 
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8» y faith Alam: when be was tried UN fered up ſr 
$a be that T; received the pro. 1ſes, off off « red up his 
Wb, begotten Son. 


ts 


HE Scope and Deſign of this Chapter is to 


{ef forth the Nature and the a of Faith. Hm- i} 
TheNature of it is deſcribed v. 1.where the A poſtletne* w” | 
geht 1esFaith to bz tbe ſubſtance, or confident expectation 1 

INS hoped for,the evidence or convittion of things pi 


een, i he Evidenceof Faith is not ſo clear as 1 


. of Sence, for we do not affent ſo ſtrongly to -—— 
-4t we believe as to what we ſee and know. 
=, Faith 1s daring and conhident, being fully con- 

-1:ce4 ef the Truth and Reality of thoſe things 4 

hereof we have no Ocular ain, Senſible De- A 

nſtration. From the deſcription of the Yature, "I iq 
he proceeds to ſhew the Power and Efficacy of 4d 

this Grace, in enabling the Saints of Old, to do 4 

and ſuffer things beyond the ſtrength of an ordi- 
nary Reſolution. And amongſt the many I ri- 
umphs of Faith which are here Recorded, T his of 

Abrahams S.crificing his Son, is one of the moſt re- 

markable, | he chief Encouragement to which un- 
' dertaking, was the firmBelief of thePromiſes, and 
tis fiducial dependence on God for the perfor m- 
_ ANCE of them.For byF alth Abrabam, when hewas tried, 
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In which words are obſery: able, the following 
Particulars: 
1, Gods Trial of Abraham, by mercing him to © 
ſacrifi ce his Son. 
2. Abraham Dbetliente to this Command. 4, 
The Motive that induced Punt to obey God; 111 
this difficult Service, © | 
I begin with the firſt, God's Try al of Abrabat.. 
Our TI houghts and Future ARtions are equally 
known toGod. The ſecret motions and intentions 
. of our fouls are difcernable to his prercing Eye,no 
lefs than our outward profeliions;nor are our pre- 
{ent performances more viſible and open to-hin1, 
than what we ſhall do hereafter. It wss fot there: 
tore for his own fatisfa&tion thatGod commanded 
Abraham to ofter hisSon for ard; rat. There 
12eded no {fuch atcovery to far hm wings 
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Omniſtient Jin and rlbinds guar hong hf. 
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opecits we any Many Ja.1, 
44 1educe men into fin,is the work 
aa buſinets of the Devil, who by way of Emi1- 
nence,1s frequently inScri pture called the tempter, 
and cannot without the greateſt blaſphemy be a- 
ſcribed to God-Fis faid indeed,thatGod did tempt 
Abraham,and ſaid unto bim;taket!] ,ySan,&ec. Gen.22.1. 
To tempt,in the generalnotiofn of the word, f1g- 
niftes to make trial,and may be done for an evilEnt f. 
to ſeduce men from thei as ak -w_ ptr her afFt- 
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ors. In Which Tenſe it is peculiar totheDevil and 


hisAgents.'But the end of it may be good for the 
beneht-of the perſon tried; and then it can be no 
reflection forGod to be theAuthorof the tempta- 
tion:and of this kind was the-L rial.of Abraham ; 
for hits good was -nterided Þy it,and that in ſev ſy 
4] reſpects. God- defioned' key th; ike him theHead 
of a powerful Nation. to bleſs him with a nume- 
rous [flne, of whom thould' at length deſcend, the 
Saviour of mankind. And that he might have 
eo bog to ſo great anHonour, injoyns him this 
raordinary ſers ice,the ſacrifice of an onlySon. For 

304 ws in confideration of his Obedience to this 
. Command, that he obtained this peculiar tivour, 


By'my ſelf have I ſworn, faith theLord for be "caufe e thou 


hafr done tis thing,an{ ! baft not withheld thySon, thine 


on!ySon,that in bleffungT wil! Di 1 tneeand in mualtip!y- 
zNs [ will multip! V thy feed as the Fo ' f Of Peaven, an { 
a5 the fan: 1 which is. pot te Yea oor (1117 thay fe { hatl 


+S. '& | 2577OT. nd in thy _— - 17] all 
pofſefs the gat; ' of mis F 11. fe 6, a 


the natinns of £12: Farth be oleffed bec ſo thou bat c- 
beyed my UC: \Genen2.1641 1. Tho ſean whom 
paves intends to betow fone exfrayrainary Re- 


wird, he uſually ex CIC {ES pr th fevere tet wine: 
ONs, Fa: 1theExample of Abr. cham gives good men 
encouragement to hope for a happy tttue out of 
their aj; ons, which many times SAre Preparato- 
ry to their ha \ppineſs i in this life. But if they mils 
of a preſent reward, the greater witl their happi- 


nels be hereafter. Ours Saviour hath taught us to 
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pray.,thatGod would not lead us into the temptation of 
theEwvil One. But if God think ft to tempt us, to 
exerciſe us with afflictions,which 1s his uſual me- 

thod of trying men,we have great reaſon to bear 

them not only with patience,but cheartulnets; to *ſ 

rejoice, in hope that God will deliver us out of 

them with advantage,as he did Abraham, Fob and 

others; but eſpecially in hope of that more exceed- 
| ing and eternal weight of glory,to which our light & 
| momentary ſufferings entitle us. For bleſſed is the 
man that endureth temptation ; for when he is tried, he 
hall receive theCrown of Life which theLord hath pro- 
miſed to them that love him, Ja.1.1 2. But the trial of 
Abraham did conduce to his advantage, as it gave 
a clear and manifeſt proof of hisIntegrity.”Tis the 
Fate of many good men to fall under the hard O- 
pinion of others,to be cenſured and condemned of 
Hypocrify,and carrying on their worldly defigns 
under the diſguiſe of Religion. Thus theDevil ſug- 
geſted concerning ob, that Intereſt was the main 
principle of hisReligion, that he ſerved God not 
from an inward ſenſe of duty,or out of regard to 
God's Authority,but only for the ſake of tem po- 
ral advantages that attended the profeſſion and 
practice of it. Dotb Fob, ſays be,ſerve God for nought® 
T bou haſt bleſſed the work of his bands.and his ſubſtance 
is increaſed in theLand; but put forth thine hand now 
and touch all that be hath, and he will curſe thee to th 
face,C.1.9,10,11.AS1t he had ſaid, Thou hast bleſſed 


Job withRiches and Honours, and be is become ore of 
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the wealthie$t and moſt powerful men 1n theEaſt,ſo that 
'tis no wonder if he appear religious, and expreſs a 
great Zeal for thy Service, which he bath found fo ad- 
vantageous. But ſtop the Current of thy Bounty, and 
withdraw the bleſſings of which he is poſſeſt, and he ill 
ſoon forſake thee and thy ſervice, and be ng longer reli- 
gious, The Conſcience of a man's Integrity is a 
great ſupport and comfort to him againſt uncha- 
ritable cenſures,and falſe accuſations. Yet to be ill 
thought and ſpoken of,is no plealing thing. T he 
fair opinicn of other men,1s that which molt are 
defirous of. And the reputation of Integrity ts not 
by any thing more eftectually obtain'd than by a 
conſtant adherence to the principles of Religion 
at all times. When a man obeys God, not only 
when he has a proſpect of advantage, but when 
his obedience engages. hum in f{uftcrings, and 1s 
prejudicial to his temporal Intereſt,ths is a clear 
Vindication of his honeſty and fincere aftection to 
God and Religion. Job's retaining hisRighteoul- 
neſs in the lowelt ebb of adverhty,plainly confu- 
ted theDevil's ſuggeſtion. And by the readinel: 
of Abraham to offer uplſaac,his undiſlembledPiety 
and Love to God, was fully manifeſted to the 
world. For they who diſlemble,and make a ſhew 
of Religion for ſiniſter ends, will not ſuffer for 
it, but in time of temptation fall away. 

Laſtly, Abraham recetved a further and more con- 
ſiderable benefit by this trial,viz. A comfortable bope 
of bis perſeverance, and conſequently of his ſalvation. 
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Ib Tn Adherence toGod in Tore of "m7 iſe 
ficulties,and overcoming this ſo powerfuk a tem- 
ptation, "could not but inſpire him with a ſtrong 
dens of hisFaithfulnets even unto death. Foy 
6 noi worketh patrence,an: 1 Pp. ittence experience, 'Þ, 
experience hype, Rom.5.3,4. The knowledge of our 
{INCCTLEY 1N 10y 1&t of Obedience, 1s 2 matter of 
no great diracul ty. For what can 2 man know con- 
Cerni 18 Pinſelfif nat the reality of bis own intentions? 
But "tis no ſuch ex Wi] thi ng to be affured of our pe- 
ſeverance in the paths of Vertyue. The Aps/te's caution, 
iCor, 10.12.Let hi x Ds t PAnket! he Fandeth, ar ſhalt 
ſtand, toke beed left he fa!!, fuppoſeth a p3 febility of 
falling 10 jo N. a Bate 9% TAR Or ai leaf a danger of 
mitſccrrying to. thiſe who preſume themſelves ſecare: 
But altho the ab{clute certainty of our pertever- 
11g 1s not ordinary ily attainable, yet from the ex- 
PCrience of cur con! por ncy in me of trial, ve may 
reatona! ly hope for a ſucceſtfv! accom Miſhmenit 
OL; OULr Chr th 1 warfare that we ſhall fight a good 
fignt,onl finiſh our courſe. And what a Fed. and 
fatisfaftion mult it be to a man tohavea rational 
and well- -Srou nded hope of this ? He no longer 
INOUTNS the Fears of railing off from God, and of 
the miſery that attends hisApoſtacy, but tri :trmphs 
with the great Apoſtle in a cmfitent expectation of 
that Crown n of Right eouſneſs which is laid up for bim, 
2.4m, 4.8. | procced to, 
2. The 2d Preticular, ty than? s Obedience to this 
command, for offering up þis on: 'y begotten Sn. Lhe 
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Ie Contrariety 'of-this' Injunction to the dictates of 

'* Nituregand its incontiftence with the promile of 


- God concerning a poſterity as numercus as the ſtars 
h + AE wy 1} VER: | Sa 1 
of heaven, we thay eaſily imagine d1d not a little 
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offered up for aBurnt-offering ? But what could be 
ni6te inhuman and barbarous,then to embrue his 
- handsin the blood of anInnocent? For aFather to 
be theExecutioner of hisown ch11d? I he ſhedding 
of blood was forbid by one of the 7 Precepts of 
_ theSans of Noah,and natural Reaſon did condemn 


* Withſtanding the plauſible ſuggettions of Reafon 
- aff Religion, to the contrary, Abraham relolvei to 
be obedient to God, of whole will and jlcafure 

- herein he was fully affured, whether by un audt- 
ble vorce [rom beazien,or by the appearance of theSon 

of God,who was wont frequently to confer with LH, 
& other of theFewi/hPatriarchs,in a human Form, 
of by ſome other method, is not determined in 
Scrrpture. In purſuance of God's command, he 
Irepares for his zonriuey, ſeeks no pretences for 
clay, but files early in the morning; and havins 
prepared the Wood, ſet forward to the place ap- 


pointed, Gen.22.3. Upon the 3d day he arrives at fo. | 


Miriah,and theAltar being built, he binds his be- 
loved{/aac,making no refiſtance,and laid him up- 
or! it with an intention to ſlay him.ButGod who ' 


-- ſtartle and fhirprite him. For how could he expect — | 
_ tobe the Father of many Nations, according asGod iF 
. had promiſed,Gen.15.5.it 1ſaac,his onlySon, were } 


| 
the bling of aSon.as the height of impiety. But not- | 
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| delights not in human blood, ſends his Angel with 
a countermand,w7io prevents Abraham when pre- 
par'd togive the fatal ſtroke,and deliversIſaac from 
the intended laughter. This was ſuch a noble de- 
monltration of Abraham's faithfulneſs,and true piety, 


that for the ſake thereof, God accepted him as a y 
r:1ghteous perton, tho doubtleſs he hi.) many (ins 
and intirm1tics irreconcilable with u” i131 tne 241 
perfect obedience. For we find that ©. /--4. 1 11 ys 
the {treſs of hisJuſtihcation on this v..: , port 
ance,c.2.21.WWasrot Abrabam our Fat +» j\iif-+{ by 
works. when he had offered his Son upan tt &/ 14 © 
And if theFather of the faithful wa 1111116 ty 
works, our obedience to the commuy1!. of (300 
mult be neceſlary to our juſtification. - 17, l this 
we ſhall not be accepted as righteous 1110114, 
obtaineternal happineſs. An 1dle,una- vor utth is 
of no account, will ſtand us 1n no ſtew... © 7/115 16 
that the generality of men depend u;- . \ iu 
{umptuous reliarice onChritt for ſal... | 
come almoſt anEpidemic diſeaſe. I hoy 1164 - it 
Chriſt, who hath made an attonem!!! ior {14041 
fins, and fulkild all righteouſneſs, an! ho N- 
think will be accepted without any 7/7 1, 
teouſneſs of their own. But this bein. - be Coak FTI 
ſtake,and of dangerous conſequence i 11 197 > | 


of men, I ſhall diſcourſe it a little niore largely 

| than my preſent argument requires. i © 1@210) 
theScriptures, we ſhall find, that the +1540 of 

\ our juſtification is an obediential a «174 rien 
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Faith,ſuch a belzef nChiiſt « as ts ng auted with 0- + 


Sobhoics to theLaws of theG ofpel. So S. Paul expreſly 
telis us, Gal.5.6. InChrist Jeſus nettherCircumciſton a- 
vatleth any thing, nor un: Trceuncſon, but Faith which 
worketh by Love. Or, as the v ord may be rendred, 

Faith which is perfec fe 1 byLove, Viz.the lore of God of 

our Neigbhaur, which compre Denis the whyle of our dut y. 
HO Nh W hout the performance of all thoſe d aties 
we owe to God and Man, ourFaith is imperfect, 

and will not fave us. And "this; 1s agreeable to the 
plain declaration of ourSav1our, Mat. 7.21. Not e- 
ery one that / aith unto me, Lord, Lal 1. that believes 11 
me,an profeſſeth to be my diſciple, ſhall enter into the 
Kingdom of heaven, but he that doth the will of my Fa- 
ther which ts "7 Nabi Nay,tho wehad ſuch a de- 

oree of Faith as to enable us to work Miracles, yet 
if ourActions are contrary to theDoctrine delive- 
red by Chritt, he will linally condemn us at the 
day of Judgment. Alany will ſay unto me in that day, 
Lord, Lord have we not prop veſted in thy Name,and in 
thyName has e caſt out Devils,and in thyName done ma- 
ny wonderful works?and then will ] profeſs unto them, 

[ never knew you, Tepart from me ye that work 1 iniquity, 
2.22,22. 1s true there are ſome in S.Paui'sEpi- 
{tl-s,which aſcribe our Juſtification to Faith without 
works; and with reſpeC&t toAbraham, it is faid, T hat 
his believing the promiſe 0 f God concerning the birch of 
aSon,was imputed to him for righteouſneſs, Rom. 4, Bur 
then it 1s to be confidered,that the Faith St. Paul 
ſpeaks of as the condition of our Juſtification, is 
fuch a belief : as is Produces 1 in us Evangelical Ob2- 
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dience. For ſo himſelf tells us, 7 hat nothing will a- 
wail or be accepted under the Goſpel, but Faith which 
worketh, or is made perfe by Love ; that is, ſuch a 
Faith as I now deſcribed,as is fully evident from a pa- 
ralle] place, 1Cor.7.19.Circumcſron is nothing, and un- 
circumciſion is nothing but the keeping the command- 
ments of God, Now if Faith working by Love, and 
keeping the commandments of God,are phraſes of the 
ſame importance, tis certain that the Faith by 
which we are juſtified, is an operative and obedi- 


entialFaith:and by the works which he rejeCFs,as ha- 


wing any thing to do in the matter of our Juſtification, 


cannot be meant the ſervices and performances the 
Goel preſcribes,but the works of theCeremomal Law, 
Circumciſaon, Sacrifices,$c. I heſeLegalObſervances 


theApoſtle utterly rejects,and aſcribes our Juſtih- * 


cation toFaith, in oppoſition to them, which ſome 
believingFews, out of a Zeal and Veneration for 
Moſes,would have retain'd together withChriſtia- 


nity,and oblig'd the Gentiles to the obſervation of 


them. But he does by no means intend to exclude 
as unneceflary,our obedience to theLaws of Chriſt,but 
on the contrary, plainly & frequently requires it, 
as of abſolute neceſſity to our acceptance withGod. 

\ But was not Abraham juſtified by Faith without 
works? And will 1t not follow, hisJuſtihcation be- 
ing the pattern of ours,that our believing inChriſt, 
without any additional works, will be imputed to us for 
righteouſneſs? as S. Paul himſelf argues, Rom. 4.2 3, 
24. where he tells us,that the accouut of Abraham's 


Juſtification was not written for his ſake alone, but for 
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ws alſo,to whom 4t ſhall be imputed,if we believe on him 


that raiſed up Jeſus our Lord from the dead. To which 
[ anſwer,71. | hat the works without which Abra- 
ham was juſtified, were the Inſtitutions andCere- 
monies of the MoſarcalLaw. Þ he detign of theApo- 
{tle in his Ep. to the Romans, was to convince the 
Zews of the no-neceſhity of Circumciſion, & other 
legal obſervances, which he proves from the Ex- 
ample of Abraham, who was juſtitied without 
ſuch kind of works. For God accepted him as a 
righteous perſon, betore he was circumcited,& ap- 
pointed Circumciſion, as aSeal of the righteouſneſs of 
tbe faith which h2 hal yet being uncircumctſed,Ro.4.11 . 
2.[t muſt be acknowledged,that he was juſtihed 
upon his believing the promiſe of aSon. He ſtagge- 
red not at the promiſe of God through unbelief, but was 
ſtrong in fat th, being fully per: uated, that what he had 
pronuſed he was able to perform, Rom.4.20,21. And 
therefore it was imputed to him for righteouſneſs,v.22. 
But this belief of God's promiſe was accompanied 
with a re{olution of doing his will, which God, 
who knows the heart, did diſcern to be tincere, 
and ſuch as would hold out in time of trial,as we 
find it did in the following courſe of Jus lite. 88 
that the Faith by which he was jultihed, was an 
active Faith, which upon all occations exerted it 
ſelf in vital ations. And this is what S. Fames af- 
ſerts, Abraham was juſtified by works. For he makes 
this the fulfilling theScripture,which ſaith, Abra- 
ham believe4God,and it was imputed to bim for righte- 


ouſneſs, Which could not be, unleſs by works, he 
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means a workingFaith, ſuch a belief as excited him 
to works or acts of obedience toGod. And on the 
ſame terms God will accept our perſons,and par- 
don our hns.If we believe onChriſt, and give up 
our lelves wholly to be govern by him, we ſhall 


be juſtihed by our Faith. 3ut if in the courſe of - 


our actions we trantgrets theLawsof God,& live 
in a wilful neglect of religiousDuties, our hopes 
of being juſtihed by believing and relying on 
Chriſt for ſaivation, will deceive us. For a the 
Body without the Spirit is dead, fo Faith without 


. ſ 
works is dead alſo, Jam. 2. 26. 


2. The laſt thing obſervable in the T ext 1s,T ve 
motive that induced Abraham to obeyGod in this difft- 
cult ſervice, I heCommand of God was not only a 
Warrant,but anObligation to abraham to ſacrifice his 
Son. And doubtleis fo good a man,hisReaſon and 
Conſcience being ſatisfied of the lawfulneſs and 
neceſlity of the thing, would have done it without 
any other con{1deration, purely in obedience to the 
Authority ot God, to whom all creatures owe an 
intire ſubjection, Yet that which had the greateſt 
influence upon him in this ſevere trial, was his 
Faith & dependance on God for the performance 
of his promiſe. He had already experienced his 
truth and power,1in giving him a Son in his old 
age, and as to what he had promiſed concerning 
a numerous poſterity todeſcend from him, he was 
aflured that it ſhould likewiſe be fulfill'd. And 
tho the ſacrificing this Son,ſfeem'd to be directly 
contrary to the hopes he had entertain'd, yet he 
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Crow thatGod was able to reſtore his fon, when 


dead.co Jifeagain,and was conhdent he w ould do 
It, rather than fail in performing b1s promite. In 
full aſurance whereot he reſolves not to be wan- 
ting in his duty to God, but to ofter up his c ay 
begottenSon, accounting thatGed ep able to raiſe Pun 
up eUVen from the deat d.tr JN11 7 vphence a '{g re recezued 11 'tI 
in a figurezas it 1s 1n the v. inmediately following 
the Text.So powerful is this grace of Faith, that ;t 
will enable a man to conquer the greatelt difiicul- 
ties. The firm belief of God's Promiſes would be 
the governing principle of our actions,& have a 
mighty influence upon us in time of tempration. 
WhatGod ſaid to 7o/bua, I will never leave Fe e nor 
forſake thee,contains a promile to every trueChri- 
{tian,of being ſupplied with all things necelt ary 
for his ſupport in his earthly Pilgr: mage, He.13.5. 
Did we believe this, we ſhould confidently re ly ON 
God'sCare andPr ovidence, and never attempec, b' 
unlawtul and forbidden means,to ſupply our own 
wants, Extreme want 15a great temptation to hu- 
manNature,and there are not,perhaps,many per- 
ſons that could refilt it. When men are reduc'd to 
extremity,and have no proſpect of ordinary fuc- 


cours, tis uſual to fly to unlawful ways for relief. _ 


But this proceeds from a diſtruſt of God, and a 
disbelief of his particularProvidence. A full per- 
ſuaſion of God 'sProvidentialCare of all hisCrea- 
tures, wouldenable them patiently toexpectGods 
proviſions. As we ſee not only in the caſe of our 
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Saviour, who after a Faſt of 40 days, refuſed ti to 
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ſu pply the neceſſities of Nature by extraordinary * 


means;but alſo in the caſe of theProphetsand ho- 
ly men of old, who under the greatelt dettitution 
relied uponGod; Wandring about in Sheep-skins and 
Goat-skins, being deſtitute and afflicted, Heb. 11.37. 

Azain,as to the other world,the greatPromiſe 
reſpecting it,is theReſurreF1on of our bodies to ever- 
laſting life. And what wiil not the tirm beliet and 
perſuaſion of ſo great a happineſs enable a man to 
do or ſuffer? He who with an eye of Faith con- 
templates the glories of Heaven, deſpifes this 
world with all its charms & terrors. 1 he dazling 
honours and ſoft pleatures of theEg yptian Courc 
could not allureMoſes,when once he contemplat- 
ed the far greater glories of a future ttate. For by 
faith Moſes, when he was come to years, refuſed to be 
called the ſon of Pharaoh's daughter, chuſung rather to 
ſuffer afjliFion with the people of God,than to enjoy the 
pleaſures of in for a ſeaſon, Eſteeming the reproach of 
Chriſt greater riches then the Treaſures n Egypt,for 
he had reſpect to the recompence of the reward, v.24, 
25, 26. The Daughter of Pharaob had adopted 


him for her Son, and by thatRight of Adoption he . 


wouldhave inherited theCrown after herFathers 
Death,but he prefer'd an affliedState before this 
greateſt of Earthly Dignity. for the ſake of a bet- 
ter Inheritance,and a moreGloriousCrown which 
he expected in another world, as the reward of 
his ſufterings in this. And as thisFaith begat in Mo- 
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ſes mean and undervaluing thoughts of the enjoy- : 


ments of this world, fo it eyabled others to tri- 
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umph over the frowns and terrors of it.Others were 
tortured,not accepting eliyerance,that they get obtain 
a better reſurreFtion, v.25 Which prot ably refers to 
the ſufferings of the 7 Urethven in the hiſt. of the 
Maccabees, who 1n hopes of a more glorious Re- 
- farrection, ſubmitred cheerfully to the acutelt tor- 
| ments, ſcorning a deliverance upon unlawful! 
terms: And the ſame,nay,greater and more wor- 
derful effects did thisFaith produce in the Primi- 
tiveChriftians, who having a clearer revelation of 
a future ſtate, were ſo tranſpor ted with tie 
thoughts of that happineſs which God had pt. 
miſed to the Faithful Chriſtian, that they we! 
ambitious to purchaſe it, not only with the loſ: 


4. of the good things of this world, but even wv ith 


Death,and the moſt exquilite torments,to which 
they Freely offered themſelves, and underwent 
them with an 1nvinctble conſtancy and refolut- 
on. And had we theFaith of theſe renown'd Herv's, 
did we as firmly believe the rewards of another 
world, we ſhould dread the evils, and value the 
enjoyments of this far leſs, and more cheerfully 
comply with every duty which God requires as 
the condition of our future happinels. This grace 
therefore being of ſo great uſe and advantage to 


| us, it concerns us to uſe our beſt hn to 


| can have no temptation to doubt the performance 


| frrengthen and encreaſe ourFaith. And the moſt 
; effeftual means of this,is the conſideration of the 
| Wiſdom and Power of God, which enable himgo 
* do whatever be pleaſes. He who duly conſiders this, 
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I = of anything thafGod hath promiſed. For nothing can be 11- 
12 pojfible to infinite Wiſdom,arm d with Almighty Power. Has God 
| | promiſed to takecare of, aad provige for them that worſhip and 
| ſerve him? We may with the greateſt Confidence depend 
| upon him. An infinitely wiſeand powerful Being can hind 
| out ways for our Relief, let our condition be never ſo de- 
{perate. He who fed the !/raelites with Quails and Manna . , 
1 the barren Wilderneſs, and made a Rock ſupply them *} 
with Refreſhing Streams for their Thirſt, can provide for 
us by ways extraordinary, and by ſome unſeen accident. 
change our adverſe for a more proiperous Fortune.- Hath 
» God declared that he will raiſe our dead Bodies out of the 
Toult ?. We may rely on his word, for what he has promiſ- 
ed lic is able to perform, all things being poſſible to an infi-_ 
nite Power. The reaſon of Men's Doubts and Disbeliet of | 
Gox's Promiſes and Declarations, is their meaſuring God by | 
themſelves. They cannot conceive how ſuch and ſuchthings 
ſhould be effected or come to paſs, and therefore will not al- fl 
low the poſſibility oftrhem to God himſelf. Can God prepare | 
a Table in the Wilderneſs,fay thediſtruſtful 7/raelzres ? and 
to the Atheiſt or Sceptic the Doctrine of the ReſurreQion 
{cems a grols AO, How can theſe things be? asif e- 
_ very thing wereimpollible; that is, not within the reach of 
their reaſon and foreſight: Whereas,did werefletupon our |: 
own Weakneſs & Ignorance, and comparethem withtheal. |. 
mighty Power and Infinite Knowledge of God, this would © ! :. 
prove an effkeCtual Means to cure our Doubts, and Silence |: 
all our murmurtn 2s. | 
What remains then, but that we ſtudy by ſerious and frequent +, | 
Thoughts and Conſideration of theſe things, to ſtrengthen and | |* 
improve cur Faith, For in proportion tothe ſtrength of ourFaith 
will be our Truſt and Dependance on God, and our Obedience to | 
his Commands. Our full Perſwaſion of Gods Providence, in ca- | 
ring for us, will ſupport and make us conteat in a ſtate of Want. | 
And a well-grounded Belief of the Glorious Rewards of a future 
State will condu@ us ſafely through the Snares and Temptations 
_ world, in a patient continuance in well doing, and at laſt 
brTng us to the Poſleſſion of that unſpeakable Happineſs, which 
our bleſſed Saviour hath purchaſed for us: To whom, with the 
Father and Eternal Spirit, be aſcribed all Honour, Glory and 
Praile, for evermore. FI N I $s | 


